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INTRODUCTION TO THE WORKSHOP 
 

Today, around the globe, fresh water is increasingly rare: millions of people are affected by growing scarcity. 

While the total amount of water remains unchanged globally, its quality has deteriorated beyond repair in 

every corner of the planet, so far as to be called the "Blue Gold" of the 21st century. Water, too often 

mistakenly considered as an "infinite" and "unlimited" resource, has been subject to short-sighted 

management policies, characterized by waste, unplanned urbanization and the diminishment of aquatic 

ecosystems. For this reason, it is important to reinstate water as the cornerstone upon which to build a 

project of "sustainability" and more farsighted water management for the future, as foreseen by the SDG n° 

6 on Water Security and Sanitation. 

 

“���������” - said Nelson Mandela – “
�	 �
� ��	� ����� �� ����� �
�� ��� ��� �	� �� �
���� �
� �����”. 

Education is indeed a cornerstone upon which to build a "New Water Civilization" and change our 

development paradigm towards more sustainable ones. There is in fact today a crucial need to communicate 

to the largest possible audience the great water challenges we are facing on a global scale, as well as their 

possible solutions, combining past and present models and paradigms of sustainability, without prejudice 

towards the so called “traditional water heritage”.  

 

In this view, the water heritage and management models inherited from the past may prove to be an endless 

and still inspiring repository of solutions to face the growing water crisis at global level. What we call today 

“traditional” knowledge and/or techniques, should be perceived first of all as “innovative” solutions which 

were adopted at a particular time and demonstrated to be successful across the ages! Innovations that, in 

most of the cases, represented for centuries the best answer developed to face specific environmental and 

societal challenges, and contributed to make those societies highly resilient and adaptive to change. A similar 

depository of good practices and techniques should be maintained and promoted as a source of inspiration 

for the development of innovative water management to face the today’s many challenges. 

 

Furthermore, many functional devices and works for collecting, conveying or managing water have been 

conceived and designed in the past with a particular attention to their intrinsic beauty as well as their 

possible aesthetic impact on the landscape. Many of those are conserved today as an important part of a 

common cultural heritage. 

 

The new paradigm of sustainability implies the need to reverse, wherever possible, many present-day 

myopic misuses of water as an “un-limited resource”, as well as misconceptions towards the miraculous 

application of new technologies to solve water management and related environmental issues, in particular 

when, quite paradoxically, the uncontrolled use of technologies is one of the main causes of the depletion 

of aquifers or environmental pollution. Growing water scarcity, resource’s exhaustion, water pollution as 

well as desertification, glaciers melting and recurrent floods due to climate change, with the consequent 

dramatic reduction of biological and cultural diversity and the exodus of entire populations, seem not to be 

resolvable only with the support of new technologies. Water management models inherited from the past 

are a necessary basis for the improvement of our paradigm of water uses. 

 

Such a common heritage of mankind is in danger of disappearing today under the homogenizing effects of 

globalization and technocratic approaches, with the dominant simplistic perceptions of what “water” is and 

means. That is why it is our conviction that the emergence of a new paradigm of water management requires 

an ideal combination of new technologies and best practices inherited from the past, in the view of securing 

more sustainable water uses for the future generations. 

 

 

 



 

THE POSSIBLE ROLE OF A GLOBAL NETWORK OF WATER MUSEUMS 
 

Water Museums and Interpretation Centres represent a unique repository of the specific Water Civilizations 

that developed historically around the world. Today they exhibit and interpret an outstanding hydraulic 

heritage, both tangible and intangible, made of artefacts, techniques, and oral knowledge passed down from 

generation to generation. Indeed, every civilization has passed down to new generations an invaluable 

knowledge related to water. Although it has transformed deeply our landscape and generated unique 

waterscapes all around the world (from terraced fields and oasis built for agricultural uses to waterways for 

inland navigation; from aqueducts, fountains and ancient rain harvesting techniques functional to civil and 

agricultural uses, to water mills and other proto-industrial water uses) today such a heritage is in danger of 

disappearing. 

 

Water Museums and Interpretation Centres imply a vast range of fields and disciplines in their displays, such 

as art, aesthetics and architecture (history of fountains and wastewater treatments, urban planning, 

waterfront development, living with water), hydraulic engineering (building of dams, navigable canals, new 

sewage treatments…), geology and natural history (rock formations and the frozen memory of our planet in 

“eternal” glaciers), the physics of quantum (the new frontier of “water memory”, through which information 

is transferred by coherent behaviors of water molecules at DNA level), anthropology (different cultural 

attitudes, behaviors and perceptions towards water have been forged all over the world within specific socio-

historical contexts, thus creating unique “water worlds”), etc. 

 

In building their exhibitions and installations, Water Museums are also frequently making reference to 

crucial issues which call for inter-disciplinary approaches and multipurpose solutions to the world water 

crisis: from growing water scarcity and climate change to desertification; from flooding to increasing 

hydraulic risks; from the phenomenon of plastic islands in our oceans to new threatening forms of water 

pollution; from conflict situations to new cooperation projects for sharing rare water resources in arid 

regions.  

 

The need to reinterpret our multiple “water worlds” in this very direction is really challenging.  

 

Water Museums that developed already exhibitions and educational activities around the concept of 

“sustainability”, usually combining the ludic and scientific approaches, have a great potential to 

communicate the present water challenges and possible innovative solutions to large audiences at both 

national and international levels, thus proposing themselves as “agents of transformation” towards more 

sustainable practices of water resources management and uses. 

 

For these reasons, the creation of a Global Network of Water Museums could give a very valuable impetus 

to the emergence of truly new perspectives concerning water sustainability, connecting past, present and 

future water uses, that is, paving the way for a change of paradigm of all our water uses. 

 

 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP 
 

The International Workshop is organized in Venice, Italy, by the International Hydrological Programme of 

UNESCO with the support of its Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe and in close cooperation 

with the Civiltà dell’Acqua International Centre based in Venice, Italy. It is aimed to strengthen the existing 

Water Museums at global level and, at the same time, to facilitate the establishment of a formal network 

among them, with a view of increasing their communication potential and their impact on policy makers, 

stakeholders, researchers, educators, and the public at large. 

 



 

The workshop in Venice will have the specific aims of: 

• Facilitating an exchange of experiences and good practices among Water Museums having common 

features and/or issues to address (water resources management for civil, industrial and agricultural 

uses; climate change, education, etc.); 

• Strengthening skills, management abilities and knowledge of Water Museums with the view of 

enhancing their managerial and communication capacities while addressing the current emerging 

challenges for more sustainable water uses; 

• Laying the ground for possible common actions, exhibitions and projects dealing in particular with the 

promotion of new models for more sustainable water uses inspired at good practices of our water 

civilizations. 

 

All this will contribute to lay the ground for the possible establishment of a Global Network of Water 

Museums under the auspices of UNESCO-IHP, and the participants should come prepared to discuss 

possible ways to formalize such commitment and to provide the network with the necessary coordinating 

mechanism and tools (in particular through a worldwide on-line platform). 

 

PROPOSED STRUCTURE OF THE WORKSHOP 
 

The Workshop preparation and implementation will revolve around 3 main issues, moving from a description 

of their possible basic contribution to the network (in terms of communication and educational potential) 

towards a discussion and further elaboration of ideas on how to build the networks among the participating 

Water Museums and, finally, on which activities could be jointly promoted in the near future. As a source of 

inspiration for such elaborations, the participants will take advantage of being in Venice to explore the new 

itineraries of the Water Museum of Venice – a project of Eco-Museum still under development - on the 

occasion of 2 afternoon field visits.  

 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

Water Museums from all over the world will be invited to send a manifestation of interest  to take part to 

the International Workshop (deadline: December 15). The participating Museums (24 maximum) will be 

selected on the basis of their main characteristics and motivations. To this end, they will fill in the 

questionnaire attached below, which has the main purpose of checking their availability to become a 

member of a World Network of Water Museums, and to assess their possible contribution to specific 

activities of the network.  

 

Deadlines: 

20 January:  Expression of interest 

20 February:  Selection of participating Museums and formal invitations 

30 April:  Submission of Powerpoint presentations 

 

 

VENUE 
 

The Workshop will be held in Venice at the premises of the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and 

Culture in Europe (Palazzo Zorzi).  

  



 

 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 

Day 0 – March 30 
 Arrival and welcoming dinner 

 

Day 1 – May 1 
09:30 – 12:30  Introductory speeches and presentation by invited Water Museums (12) 

12:45 – 13:00 Presentation of the Water Museum of Venice project (Civiltà dell’Acqua) 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

 

14:00 – 19:00 Field visit - Exploring the Water Museum of Venice – The Northern Venice Lagoon 

 

   
 

Day 2 – May 2 
09:30 – 12:30  Presentation by invited Water Museums (cont’d – 12)  

12:45 – 13:00 Addressing the youngest audience of Water Museums: presentation of the H2Ooooh! 

Initiative and related Treasure Hunt game in Venice (Alcuni Group) 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

 

14:00 – 18:30 Field visit - Exploring the Water Museum of Venice – The Baroque Garden of 

Valsanzibio, the historic Venetian inland waterways, and the Castle of Catajo 

 

   
 

Day 3 – May 3 
09:30 – 12:30 General discussions and elaboration of outcomes/recommendations/decisions 

 Launching Ceremony with the representatives of the Valencia Water Court 

 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break 

 

 Departure of participants 



 

 

PARTNERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The idea of the Workshop and the underlying concept of the Global Network of Water Museums have been 

developed in the framework of a long-standing cooperation between the UNESCO Regional Bureau for 

Science and Culture in Europe (Venice) and Civiltà dell’Acqua International Centre.  

 

    
 

Field visits are organized by Civiltà dell’Acqua in the framework of the �������	��� �� ������
 project. 

 

 




